~ W. Zrnest Kershaw 
Gwynedd Valley, 
Penna. 


Four Lights 


them to set full sail and follow in his wake.” 


From ‘‘ First Voyage "Reund the World by Magellan.” 


VOL. IV. — No. 8 


POSSIBLE INTERNATIONAL ACTION ON CONSCRIPTION 


FEBRUARY, 1945 


By Dorothy Detzer 


A bill for permanent military conscription is sched- 
uled ‘to come before the Congress sometime early in the 
First Session. There is no doubt that there will be a 
very vigorous fight when the measure is finally up for 
action. Though I am convinced that even if the measure 
should become law and all American tradition reversed 
— that no session of the Congress will meet in the future 
without a continuation of the fight on this issue. On 
the other hand, if the War Department fails to get 
affirmative action now, there is little doubt, with the 
world in its present chaotic state, that continued efforts 
will be made by the military to secure such authorization. 


Therefore, the only permanent and effective solution 
would seem to lie in the international abolition of the 
conscript system as such. This is nothing new or 
original. It is recorded that President Wilson in his first 
draft of the covenant of the League proposed to make 
military training illegal for all affiliated nations. _And 
of German military training, he said on July 4, 1919, 
“Nobody. who really knew about.history sup- 
posed that Germany could build up a great military 
machine as she did and refrain from using it. They 
were constantly talking about it as a guarantee of peace, 


_but every man in his senses knew that it was a threat of 


war, and the threat was finally fulfilled, and the .war 
began . 

the Soviet during the dis- 
armament conference in Geneva, called for such abolition 
as a part of the most comprehensive plan for disarma- 
ment which has ever been offered to nations. In the 
Soviet Declaration of November 30, 1927, under Section 


__IT, are the following points: 


* (d) The discontinuance of calling up citizens for 
eeteny training either in armies or public bodies. 
(€)-Legislation for the abolition of military service, 
either compulsory, voluntary or recruited. 


(f) Legislation prohibiting the calling up of trained 


reserves. 


(1) The legislative prohibition of military propa- 


ganda and military trai of the uuebeiines and a 
military education both in State and public bodies. 


(n) Legislation making the infringement of any of 
the above stipulations a grave crime against the State. 


(0) The withdrawal or corresponding alteration of 
all legislative acts, both of national or international 
ccope, infringing the above stipulations.” 


Lenin was eloquent in his denunciation of conscri 
Hence such a convention would be in line with 
tradition as well as that of the United States. 

Lloyd George, following the last war, made a fight 
for such an international convention, and General Smuts. 
in-1919 said, “I look upon conscription as the ta) of 
militarism ; unless that is cut, all our labors event- 
ually be in vain.” 

Conscription certainly is the taproot of modern war 
and if conscription can be abolished internationally, we 
have broken the backbone of war and begun on the real 


road to disarmament. 


There are two powers which could make this pos- 
sible: the United States and the Soviet Union. If these 
two great land powers could jointly recommend at the 
coming United Nations Conference an_ international 


. gett ony for the abolition of conscription as a part of 


a general plan for disarmament, the present political 
trend might be altered and, Dumbarton Oaks could 
emerge as the beginning of a real international organ- 
ization. 

Certain War Department spokesmen insist that the 
plan for military training is a military necessity because 
the United States must be prepared for war with Russia — 
within three to ten years. If this is true, then the pro- 
gram will have to be effective in terms of modern war. — 


* One year, we are told, will not be enough, but two years 


will be inevitable. Such a program would have to in- 
clude commando and marauder tactics as a basis of the 
training, and this reduced to its real meaning, means 
training the youth of the country in the skills of private 
murder. Such a program could well prove a Frankenstein. 
(Continued page 2) 
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MANIFESTO 


By the Cooperative Commonwealth Federation 
‘ (The Cooperative Commonwealth Federation, as many of 
yeu know, is the new political party sweeping from west to east 
in Canada with a wide social platform. At its recent National 
Convention in Montreal, it adopted a Manifesto containing the 
following plank in favor of world government, at the same time 
passing the appended resolution. It seems probable that the 
C. C. F. is the first major party anywhere in the world to come 
out for world government as as ee for peace.) 
19 
Future wars cannot be avoided without the estab- 


lishment of a. Government at the international level, 


democratically representative of all the peoples, great 
and small, and endowed with the paramount powers 
necessary to maintain the peace and to provide economic 
justice and equality of opportunity among the peoples 
of the world. die 

‘ <The C. C. F. welcomes, as a promise for the future, 
the great measure of cooperation which has been 
achieved by the United Nations during this war and 
the real advances which have been made toward the 
formation of a new world organization. 

Canada must actively assist in all further discussions 
preparatory to the setting up of such an organization. 
Canada must also be ready to take her full part in it, 
when it is established, and contribute her proper share 
to’any security measures designed to maintain world 
peace. 

The new world organization must have the power 
to stop aggression, be based on the democratic repre- 
sentation of all peace-loving peoples — although special 
responsibilities may be delegated to certain powers — 
and exert every effort to build world economic planning 
and cooperation for the welfare of all peoples as the 
foundation of lasting peace. All member statés, both 
great and small, should be bound by its decisions. To 
avoid the evils of secret diplomacy, full publicity should 
_be given to it. proceedings. ' 

* * 


RESOLUTION 

Whereas alliances, the League of Nations, and the 
attempts to maintain. the balance of power have failed 
to preserve world peace; ° 

Be It Resolved: that the Canadian Government 
should take the initiative in promoting the idea of an 
International Government representative of all the peo- 
ples, and work towards the establishment of a world 
authority which shall have jurisdiction over: 

(a) Vital natural resources and their utilization for 
the benefit of all the peoples. 

(b). International labor standards. ~ 

(c) World currency and the organization of inter- 
national trade and investment. 

(d) The establishment of minimum international 
standards of education. 
(e) The administration of backward areas with a 
view to educating them for self-government as soon as 
possible. 

(f) An international police force for the purpose 
of the enforcement of international law. 

(g) World postal and communication systems. 


POSSIBLE INTERNATIONAL ACTION—(Cont’d) 

We can report that high ranking government offi- 
cials as well as Senators, Congressmen, newspaper 
editors and others are being approached in Washington 
and urged to consider the far-reaching and positive re- 
sults of such international action. The plan and a model 
draft of a convention are being laid before them. Now 
both the Administration and the Congress need the re- 
action of the people. Here is an alternative plan to con- 
scription which is positive, progressive and international. 
Will you help to make this creative effort a political 
reality? 


THE PHILADELPHIA HOSTEL 


The Philadelphia Hostel: for Japanese-Americans 
will not be a year old until April, 1945. The WIL was 
most fortunate in having two groups with such wide 
interests -and vision as the Philadelphia Council of 
Churches and the Citizens’. Cooperating Committee 
willing to join with us in our efforts to get the house 
started. We now have a board of managers consisting 
of two members from each of the three groups respon- 
sible, two from the Nisei group, a representative from 
the WRA office, a treasurer, a doctor, a lawyer, and the 
president. The enthusiasm and untiring efforts of our 
president, Mr. Willet, are largely responsible for the 
success of the Hostel. 


It is now a going concern, running at full capacity 
(twenty-three) much of the time, There have been 
as many as thirty guests in the house. This means 
bulging at all points by the use of-cots and couches. 
Guests pay $1 per day on arrival, and $1.50 if they remain 
after they have secured employment. The average stay 
is from seven to eight days. They then move out to 


homes of their own found by the help of the WRA office 


and other agencies. 


Mrs. Meyerding, a Caucasian, is our efficient direc- 
tor. Mr. Meyerding has an outside job but lives at the 
Hostel as a regular paying guest. Their little daughter, 
aged three, is the pet of the. household. Mr. and Mrs. 
Inouye, a Japanese couple from one of the centers, have 
been with us from the start.- We cannot speak too 
highly of what they mean to the happiness of all con- 


cerned through their loyalty and willingness to give . 


unstintingly of their time and energy. 


The “alumni” are encouraged to return to the Hostel 
whenever possible. There are parties planned with 
people coming from all parts of the city. Thursday night 
is bridge night for all who care to. join. New Year’s 
Day was open house for those wishing to enjoy a cup of 
tea with friends. Seventy-five attended. 


The decorating and furnishings of the house have ~ 


been the work of the Pennsylvania WIL. We still need 
contributions of good pictures, books, magazines, vases, 
lamp-shades, and anything which will add to the comfort 
and beauty of a home. Money, of course, is so easy 
to convert! 


When it has become known to the “guests that the 


thoughtful and attractive furnishings have been done by 
WIL groups from Drexel Hill, Elkins Park (from among 
whom an artist member chose the color schemes and 
mixed the paints, which were applied by days of work 
from other toiling WIL souls), and other places, even 
as far away as Pittsburgh, it has been the means of a 
real spiritual uplift to these Americans coming from the 
Relocation Centers. That there are groups outside the 
Hostel interested in their comfort and happiness does 
mean something to these strangers in our city. 


We began this undertaking in response to the plea 
of the national WIL committee. We hope for the con- 
tinued interest of the WIL everywhere. Stop in when- 
ever you can and see what is going on: Stay for a meal. 
You will find a welcome at the Philadelphia Hostel, 3228 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Edith W. Hilles. 
* 


_ BACK NUMBERS-OF FOUR LIGHTS WANTED 


Unexpected requests for certain issues of FOUR LIGHTS 
from libraries and_ study groups has seriously depleted our re- 
serve stocks of file copies. Readers are urgently requested to 
search their offices and library desks and return to the FOUR 
LIGHTS office, 1924 Chestnut Street, Phila. 3, Pa., any available 
copies of these dates: December 1941, Vol. I; No. 6; Jan 
1942, Vol. I, No. 7; May 1942, Vol. II, No. 1; June 1942, Vol, id 
No. 2; July 1942, Vol. II, No: 3; January 1943, Vol. II, No. 7; 
February 1943, Vol. II, No, 8; December 1944, Vol. IV, No. 6. 
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THE WIL: AT HOME 


Some ‘sort of spontaneous combustion engine has 
been at work in the WIL this winter, starting dynamos 
first here and then somewhere else in slowed and stalled 
machines. The Organization Department’s mail 
holds every little while a delightful surprise about an- 
other group, inactive recently, which has, as one of them 
puts it, “gathered up itself together again” and gone to 
work. And-the always active branches have developed 
interesting new projects. Here are a few. We'd like 
to have a lot more stories to print. 

The plight of the Japanese-Americans has of course 
been a national concern of the WIL, and we are not 
surprised at the excellent work done by several of the 
very active California branches, Their interest‘ in 
evacuees, in the relocation and employment of those 
returning, and in all phases of race discrimination bears 
constant practical results. In another column is an 
account of what Pennsylvania has done. Maryland has 
given material help to two Japanese-American students 
at Goucher, as well as, we are sure, a moral support 
which is not mentioned. In Milwaukee the mother of 
a young baby who wondered what she could do, thus 
tied_ down, fixed up her third floor to be a little refuge 
for these isolated people. One room is a .temporary 
shelter for two’at a time until they find permanent lodg- 
ing, another is a sort of club room, now very popular 
for small social occasions. There. is real imagination! 


Naturally a number of our groups particularly de- 


vote themselves to enlarging opportunities for our Negro © 


citizens, In Pittsburgh a three day schedule of meetings 
was arranged for Mrs. Anne Hedgeman, the secretary of 
the Committee for a Permanent FEPC. She is an at- 


’ tractive young person and a very forceful speaker, so 
that making openings for her is a real contribution to 


the cause. The Pennsylvania state office has since last 
une employed a half time colored staff member for 
interracial work. Mrs. Gullins— whose article in the 
January FOUR LIGHTS you will -remember — has 


‘acted in several employment situations, especially during 


the trolley strike in Philadelphia last summer; she ar- 
ranged a speaking trio, Jewish, white Christian, Negro 


Christian, for a peace program at a Negro church; . 


planned a visit of a Japanese-American to a Negro 
church, and a visit of some young Negroes to the Hos- 
tel; staged a very successful all-day “Equality of Oppor- 
tunity” Conference in October which got right down to 
business in the matters of health, education, housing, 
and employment, with a number of organizations taking 
active part. A particularly interesting project put on 
by Detroit was an exhibit of paintings by outstanding 
Negro artists shown at the Museum. 


Similar use of public buildings or facilities has been 


“made by other groups. The Chapel Hill, N. C., branch 


keeps an exhibit of peace books at the Library; other 
groups work through P.T.A.’s and schools, as you read 
in these pages in. October. 

The conscientious objectors are close to the hearts 
of a number of our members. The Roanoke, Va., group 
visit the nearby CPS camp; the Palo Alto, Cal., branch 
does regular work for C.O.’s, as does Santa Barbara; 
Berkeley has since shortly after the war began main- 


- tained one man in CPS. In Denver the WIL has helped 
* with layettes for two babies of CPS men in the Colorado 


camp. 
A great deal of sewing for the American Friends 


Service Committee goes on in many places; study 


classes on Latin America are mentioned in Denver; 
work against conscription is general. Through the Vir- 
vinia branch, the chairman of the Congressional Post- 
War Military Policy Committee has, because of earlier 
contacts with him, been effectively reached on conscrip- 
tion, and he has now asked our WIL member to appear 
at the hearings. 

We want to mention a few bright ideas that have 


. instructions. Act at once! 


PEACE TIME CONSCRIPTION 

Events are moving rapidly in the conscription field. 
Despite urgent pleas to him from bodies of churchmen 
and others, the President in his message to Congress 
has called for conscription of nurses, conscription of men 
classified 4-F, conscription of all men and women of 
working age (approximately 18 to 60) for war work, 
and permanent peacetime conscription of 18-year-old 
boys (girls probably to be added later). This repre- 
sents a return to support of legislation dy considered 
“disposed of” in the last Congress, and clear evidence 
that the administration, regardless of the well known 
opposition of both Labor and Industry, church and wo- 
men’s groups, has-decided to accede to the demands of 
the War and Navy Department chiefs and the American 
Legion leaders, and put up to the country this full pro- 
gram of extreme militarization. Following his message 
a whole flock of bills have been introduced to carry out 
the various phases of the program. 

Recognizing that the end of the war will make. it 
virtually impossible to persuade the American people 
to accept any part of such a program “modeled on Hit- 
ler’s”, the military have skilfully seized upon the recent 
reverses in European battlefields and disillusionment 
over the aims and actions of our allies there to press for 
immediate passage of this dangerous program, which 
will not only insure the defeat of democracy at home but 
will lay the groundwork for a third world war, since 


\ Great Britain and other countries will have to follow 


our example. 

They have selected for first passage the measures 
which will least alarm the country and get the greatest 
measure of support: conscription of 4Fs (“work or fight 
legislation”), which will establish the right of the gov- 


‘ernment to conscript labor; and conscription of nurses, 


which will establish the right of the government to con- 
script women. Once these “rights” are acknowledged — 
a really revolutionary change in our form of government 
— it will be not so difficult to pass a national service 
bill conscripting everyone for war work. With that 
accepted and adjusted to, the conscription of only 
eighteen-year-olds for peacetime military service will 
look mild! 

Whenever a member of Congress is known to op- 
pose any part of this, program, the American Legion 
sets out to bombard him with thousands of letters. The 
Congressmen are reluctant but they will yield to wing 
sute. We must write and get our churches, teachers, 
clubs, etc., to write again and again to our own Con- 
gressmen, two Senators, Chairman Andrew J. May, 
House Military Affairs Committee, and Rep. Clifford 

oodrum, House Post War Military Policy Committee 
(both House Office Building, Washington, D.“C.). Send 
me copies of your replies. Write us for more detailed 


ildred Scott Olmsted 
Director, Women’s Committee to 
Oppose Conscription. 


THE WIL AT HOME—(Continued) 

come in, In Jersey City our group puts on Musical 
Evenings, with admission charged, for well selected 
classical recorded music. During the intermission there 
is a quiz with a prize of a single recording. Berkeley 
serves tea (5c) and maintains a nursery service for 
small children at each meeting. Milwaukee earns money 
by a used clothes sale and an established Christmas sale. 
Pennsylvania conducts a permanent thrift shop, urgi 
all local groups to send in boxes of anything unwan 


to be sold and the profits divided with them. 


This does not exhaust the list, and we are sure 
there are other things that we should be knowing about. 
If you tell us about your activities, not only will we 
admire your prowess, but we shall be stimulated to 
follow your plans in our own communities. . Please keep 


us posted! 
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